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37 CFR 1.97(b) 

1. la The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed within three months of the filing 
of a national application other than a continued prosecution appllcatJon under 37 CFR 1.53(d): within 
three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .491 in an intemational 
application: before the mailing of a first OfRce Action on the merits, or before the mailing of a first Office 
Action after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14. 
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2. □ The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed after the period specified in 37 
CFR 1 .97(b). provided that the Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of a 
Final Action under 37 CFR 1.113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311. or an Action that 
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Assistant Conunissioner 

for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 
§§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98. The information disclosed below may be deemed to be relevant 
to the patentability of the above-identified application. The Examiner is respectfully 
requested to fully consider the information disclosed below and to independently 
ascertain its meaning and relevance to this application. 



Claims Filed in Related Application 

New claims 21-25 presented in the accompanying Preliminary Amendment are 
similar to and based on claims rejected in Application Serial No. 09/267,238, filed on 
March 12, 1999, now U.S. Patent No. 6,317,623, based on U.S. Patent No. 5,885,216 to 
Evans, III et al., which is a grand-parent of the present application. 




This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a 
first Office Action on the merits, and NO FEE is due for consideration of this Information 
Disclosure Statement 
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